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O, Jerwe! We weren’t excpecting you. Vow startled us! Dut we're pot af all surprived by what you'se gotng.”

That might have been 4 good tesponse. It might be soimething we would expect the disciples to say
if we wete heaving this account for the fist time. After all, we've already heard back in chapter 8 about Jesus
calming the storm. “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?” the disciples
had pondered. Jesus had also cleansed a leper along the way, healed a centurion’s davghter, a paralytic, &
blind maq, and many others, cast out demans, The disciples had even been sent out in Jesus’ name, wiclding
His pawes with authotity to cast out demons and heal diseases and afflicions. And they had just seen Him
miraculousky multiple Ioaves and fishes to feed thowsands of people. And yet, they still don’t get it.

. "They have been stiagpling against the winl. Their boat {5 far off shore bat not as far as they hoped
they would he by now. 165 not fun. Even the seasoned fshermen know that the sea is to be respected and
feared. It can turn on you This is no time to mlax. In Jewish thought, the sea is associated with the abyss
and evil. Only God can control it Or pechaps even a demon or a mapician using dark magic.

And then Fesus comes to them. Walking along the sea. Walking on the sea. But thelr minds den’t go
to the God of Job who spoke out of the whithvind, who alone has power to create and conteol His creation,
who comipands the sea saying, “thug far you shall come, and no fariher, and here shall your proud
waves be stayed.” e This wonld have been the obvious conclusion, or shauld have been. They had seen
Jesus’ pewer over the sea not toc long ago. Dut their minds go the othet ditecton. They weren’t merely
afraid; they were tecrified. An evil spirit, ot someone wielding evil power they suppose.

But then Jesus speaks. “Take heart, It is I, Stop betng afraid!”

At this point, this is whete we often give Peter some credit. maybe toe much Crﬁrllt We praise him
for his faith. He sees the Lord and, in faith we suppose, eageily steps cut onto the water. Dut Peter’s words
benay him. “Lord, IF it is you, command me to come to you an the water.” There has to be at leasta
litcle bit of faith there. He #r confident after all that I17 it is the Lotd this can happen. It he doesn’t seem
too sure, even after Jesus” woids which equate to the great 1 AM statements of John’s gospel and the name
of God pven to Moses. But Jesus indulges Peter.

Samnetimes, when God’s people ask for something smpld God gives it to them in order to gme
themn 2 learning experience. “TFe waré a4 king!” “No, vou don’t want a king,” "N really, we sant 2 £ing.”

“Youre poing o regret it.” “Can we ploase have 7 &ing 7 “Alright”

“MY wilf be dows.” T think you meant to =  say “ehy will ™ Ny seally, thy will 5 goad and 2l bt I rially -
MY il "% Alright, don’t say 1 didn’t warn vou.”

Dut Tesus obliges and says “come.” So, Peter, bolng the impetaons guy thae he often 1s, got out of
the boat and walked to Jesus on the water. It was the kind of faith that moves mountains—little faith, Bug
now what? What was Peter going to do with that mountain now that he had it? Now, instead of just
stapding there with Jesus, in awe of Him, Peter began ta look at his surroundings, The wind was strong and
threatening. And raking his eves off of Jesus, Peter began to sink into the water. Terrar rerurned.

You've seen this before. Your childien have seen it Pethaps even your grandehildren have seen it
It's the fwst law of cartoon physics, An extoinal fogce such as gravity will not act upon you until you
acknowledee your predicament. Only after you look dowmn and see your danger will you fall. It seems this is
brae i1 cartoons for characters like Wile E. Coyote, Yosemite Sam, and Daffy Duck; and apparently 1t 1s also
trite in real lfe For 4 sinlang rock like Perer in our Gospel keading.

Here is the leaming experience for Peter, an expertence that is instractive for us as well. We tallk a fot
about faith—big faith, little faith, growing In faith, hooest faith. But it is not encugh to have very powerful
and sincere faith if that faith is in the wiong thing. You can bave faith that yonr belt wilk keep a tight pair of
pants fioin becoming unbuttoned when you bend ower. But what goad is that when tiying to cnter God's



Kingdom? You, like Fridfeldt In Do Giertz’s story, whom we heard about a couple of weeks ago, can have
faith in the fact that you have “glven your heart” to Jesus. But what goad is that cithet, when the heart of
inan 1s 56 cosrapt that it only spills evil? The world says yow gotte bave facth & poursef” But if you examine
youlself in light of the Ten Commandments, do you teally want to tiust even. yourself when salvation is at
stake? You can have faith the size of the world, but if that faith has the wrong object, it will do you ao good.

Faith in faith expects miracles. It's the kind of mozalism that sometimes geb thrown argnnd i we
alteporize this gospel reading. “Fyou joit seleve anpuph you can do this or that or Hhe next thing, anyibing you want.”
Biut faith m Jesus expects the same thing Peter expected with the one tght thing he did in our reading,.
VWhen all of his fooksh bravado failed him, when the danger swrounding him became very real, when he
statted to sink into the abyss of the sea, tus little faith cricd out, “Lord, save me.” Faith in faith expects
miraclos. Faith in Jesus expects saving. And the same hand that would later be stretched out on a cross to
save tie wotld, steetched down to save Peter Broin certain death.

- And then Jesus takes Peter back to the bioat, the wind ceases, and Peter and the others know what
they should have known before. “Truly vou are the Son of God.™ And they worship Jesus..

And vet, the straggle far faith with the right object of faith conbnues, Along the way, the disciples
had different expectations than they should have had. They want only the good life with Josus. And they
wonder why suffering happens along the way, why persecution happens, why rejection happens. And we do
too. Peter’s doubt and eurs begins, not with an unnwillingness to step out of a real or metapharical boat,
outside of our comfort zome, but with a difficelry in trasting in Gad's Word when the teal or imetaphotical
siotms avlse. . . ; ;

“Lord, I bafizre. Jo why is tois hapbening fa mee? Why wow?™ "IE i 1r you Jesws, i you are the Son of God, why dp
so many suffer® Why de L mffer?” “Jesws, i Yo jrest give wev sirosger faeth, ¥ could bandle 3, T conld handie anything”

And wouldn’t it be beiter if God did something powethal, something miracolous to prove His
Word, to prove He 35 with us, to prove His power and protection? Something more spectacular to show His
power ovel the sea and the chaos of cur lives. When we are being dragged dowm by cirenmstances dhrust
upon us and even those of gur cwn making, wouldy’t it be great if there were 2 sudden calm as we saw
TJesus, if we could walk on water, if we could aveid or be prevented fom running o any teoiible of strife
ar danget? '

Ddavbe if we believed sore” we think onee again. Iut we keep on sinking, Lower and lower into self-
pity, self-rightecusness, self-inflicted pain and sorrow. Untl we can anly see our troubles surrounding us
and stll mete helow us so we have to ook up. And as we look up we see the same qutstretched arm that
tenched down to save Petet, stictched out upan 4 cross. And we remember the mizssion of this Cne who
spoke out of the whithwind, wheo calmed the stomm, healed thé masses, and raised the dead. A sign of
weakness, volunbity weakness. And stll, in tat tine of suffering..n any time of suffering, we do the one
thing we've done right in our lves. We rernember His suffering as we cry out “Lord, save me.” Becansc in
His sign of weakness we see great power, power to save all who call upon His name in big faith in Hin or in
little faith in Him.

Later, when he wiote his tirst epistle, Peter, whom Jesus bad called “little farth,” assared his readess
what God could da with a litde faith. He never mentoned the few steps he took on the water with fus own
little faith, but he mentioned all three of the things God does with our little faith, God protects our faith,
and Peter greets his readers as thase “who by God’s powet ate being guarded through faich.™ ' =
Gad strengthens our faith, and Petel wiites that trials and problems come so “the tested penuineness of
your faith., may be found,” ' =" God gives us etetnal life, which iz recefved by faith, and believers are
“ohtaining the ontcome of your faith, the sakration of yout souls.”

St. Panl says, %if you confess with yout mouth that Jesus is Lotd and believe in your heart that
God raised Him [rom the dead, you will be saved.” Iig faith ot httle faith, in Gmes of trial and tercor or
in tmes of comfort and joy, evervane who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved from sin and guilt
and the grave. And so we will be. And so we are. Amen.



